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Executive brief
For modern businesses, every day brings fresh
challenges and opportunities. If you’re to keep
pace with changing customer demands and
advances in technology, you must be able to
adapt to what’s happening today, while also
preparing for tomorrow.
Your network plays an integral role in helping your business
adapt to change and seize opportunities. It will determine:
• How well connected and efficient your business currently is
• How quickly you can deploy new services and respond to demands
• How secure your business data remains as it’s utilised in new ways
• Whether your team can collaborate and work flexibly from anywhere
• The quality of service you deliver to customers and employees
• How, when and where people can engage with your business.
Beyond this, today’s networks now need to be equipped to:
• Handle ever-growing volumes of rich data
• Deliver new services and applications at speed
• Enable anywhere, anytime collaboration
• Support 24/7/365 customer service
• Anticipate and deflect sophisticated malicious attacks
• Scale up as demands increase and a business expands across borders.
That’s the essence of the network of the future: agile, open, secure
and built for tomorrow’s digital businesses.
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What does the network
of tomorrow look like?
A ‘modern business’ embraces new technology,
tools and working patterns to stay agile, flexible
and effective. Tomorrow’s networks will underpin
that success, accelerating innovation and delivering
a wider range of network and security services.
Multiple global trends are conspiring to put huge pressure on business
networks. Network managers and IT teams are working to manage:
• A huge explosion in the volume and variety of data passing
through networks
• An ever-changing security threat landscape
• Growing customer demands for 24/7/365 service and access
to digital resources.
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Trend #1
Coping with the explosion
of data
The modern business runs on data. Every user, app,
customer and device generates huge volumes of data,
and it all gets carried on the network.
As data volumes increase, networks are being put under huge
strain. For many businesses, reaching capacity and hitting
bandwidth limits is a real and present danger.
If your network can’t handle the volume of traffic passing through
it, your business can’t operate or serve its customers effectively.
Every timed-out request means lost productivity – and potentially
lost revenues.
Increasing capacity can be costly, but the real issue is that
escalating data volumes are just part of the problem.
The data deluge also puts massive pressure on networks to:
• Support the movement, storage and access of a wide
range of new file types
• Prioritise bandwidth so that the most important data
doesn’t get lost in the noise
• Keep all data secure as volumes explode.
Expanding your existing network can’t solve all those issues.
It requires a new approach – one that’s flexible, scalable,
manageable and agile enough to keep up with ever-growing
data demands.
1

Taken from Vodafone RNC ‘Digitally Enable your Enterprise’ infographic

20%
Annual growth in network
traffic due to demand for cloud
services, video streaming and
business digitalisation.1
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Trend #2
Growing networks are
a security risk
As you deploy new devices, apps and services, you’re not
just adding capabilities – you’re adding vulnerabilities.
When you deploy those endpoints yourself, you have a certain
amount of control over their security. But if devices and tools
are owned and used by employees as part of a ‘bring your own
IT’ programme, keeping them secure and ensuring that the
people using them are following security policies can be
extremely challenging.
Hackers want access to your apps and data, and whether they
target them directly or through your ever-growing number of
endpoints, you’re only as secure as the network that connects you.
Some malicious attacks even target the network itself. Distributed
denial of service (DDoS) attacks, for example, have become
commonplace. They are easy to execute and can bring a network
to its knees in minutes.
With the frequency and variety of malicious attacks growing
every day, you need a network that’s equipped to help you identify
and deflect attacks in real time.
Emerging network technologies and functionality that make it
easier to detect and defend against attacks will soon become
commonplace, enabling:
• Firewalls and other defensive measures to be spun up
and deployed in an instant
• Rapid detection of malicious traffic
• Total network visibility, letting you see everything that happens
across your network.
Cyberattacks will only become more frequent and sophisticated.
Defining networks this way gives your business the best chance
of anticipating, deflecting and protecting against malicious attacks.
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60%
Of digital businesses will suffer
a major service failure due to
the inability of IT security teams
to manage digital risk.2
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Trend #3
Customers demand
always-on experiences
For today’s customers, constant access to services and
digital resources isn’t a demand – it’s a basic expectation.
To deliver always-on service, you need an always-on network.
Whether you’re dealing with traditional e-commerce websites,
new consumer apps or both, your network is what underpins
and ensures consistent digital customer experiences.
That means your network must be equipped to handle constant
traffic outside of traditional peak hours. And you need to be able
to manage and monitor it in real time, all the time.
For teams managing enterprise networks, that means finding
new ways to:
• Increase the visibility of all traffic and activity across the network
• Scale resources up and down as required, in real time
• Deploy new services quickly, in line with changing customer
demands.
When every minute of downtime means lost revenues, no digital
business can afford to rely on legacy network infrastructure
to deliver modern customer experiences.
With software-defined networking:
• Bandwidth and resources can scale up or down to ensure
a consistent customer experience
• New services can be provisioned and deployed at speed, to meet
customer demand
• The network is visible and manageable, enabling rapid changes
without adding hardware.
The result? More consistent digital experiences for customers,
easier management for your network teams and no more lost
revenues or brand damage from unexpected downtime.
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Taken from Accenture Strategy ‘On-demand is in demand’ PDF

265
Factor by which investment in
on-demand service delivery
grew between 2010 and 2015.3
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Digital transformation
is putting huge
pressure on networks
New devices, apps and services all put huge pressure on
your network. For a successful digital transformation, your
network must be able to cope with three key challenges:
• Meet capacity and bandwidth demands of these new devices
and services
• Facilitate the transport and availability of huge volumes
of business and customer data
• Enable rapid deployment of new services and technology,
so your business stays ahead of the competition.
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Challenge #1
Ensuring your network can
support a digital workplace
From cloud and IoT to mobility and machine learning,
digital workplace technologies enable people to work
flexibly, effectively and efficiently.
Building a digital workplace means:
• Deploying and managing a wide array of mobile
and smart devices
• Enabling teams to collaborate and communicate
wherever they are around the world
• Supporting bandwidth-heavy work services such
as video conferencing and file transfer
• Deploying new customer and productivity apps.

Any one of those things can put overwhelming pressure on
a legacy network. Combine them and there simply aren’t the
resources to handle them all.
To support a digital workplace initiative, a network must be:
• Highly scalable, so new services can be deployed quickly
• Built to support the volume and variety of rich data handled
by modern businesses
• Secure enough to support anytime, anywhere working
without putting data security in jeopardy
• Manageable in real time so that priority bandwidth
can be assigned when needed.
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Challenge #2
Supporting the data demands
of smart businesses
Business intelligence and analytics tools turn data into
insight, making your enterprise smarter.
Great business intelligence relies on massive amounts of data
from many different sources to improve visibility and forecasting.
A smart business needs a network that can gather that data fast.
In a smart business, data is:
• Pulled from every customer interaction, across many channels
• Gathered automatically through APIs and internet of
things devices
• Simultaneously fed into analytical tools, and returned to
its sources so they can learn from it.
The challenge isn’t in the volume of the data, but the consistency.
Modern analytics and business intelligence (BI) processes
constantly consume network resources to deliver up-to-theminute business insight. That requires a network that’s set up
to handle the demands of always-on BI.

83%

0.8mwh

Pollution
Analytics
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Challenge #3
To stay ahead today and
tomorrow, you need a network
that supports innovation
If you can’t innovate and deploy new services at speed,
your business risks falling behind.
Whether you’re reacting to an emerging trend, expanding into
a new region or bringing an innovative new service to market,
if your network isn’t ready for the next wave of innovation,
your business isn’t either.
To gain a competitive advantage, your network must
enable you to:
• Turn great ideas into competitive advantage before
anyone else
• Support more agile and collaborative innovation
• Provision bandwidth and resources to launch new
digital services fast.

JANUARY
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What it all means
for you
All these trends are putting massive pressure on networks.
How you feel that strain depends on your role in the organisation.
Business leaders such as the CEO, COO, CSO and CFO want to realise
their ambitions and help the business achieve its top-level goals, fast.
If the network isn’t set up to support these goals, they won’t be achieved
in the required timescale.
Tech strategists such as the CIO and CTO feel similar pain. An inflexible
network prevents them innovating at speed. They’re the architects of new
digital services, but can’t deliver them as fast as the business needs them to.
Tech enablers such as network architects, senior IT managers and IT
security specialists find themselves on the back foot. In an inflexible network
environment, trying to meet new business and user demands becomes an
exhausting struggle.
End users feel frustration. A network that isn’t equipped for the modern
world means less flexibility to work how and where they want, long waits
for new technology and frequent hits to productivity.
Whereas traditional networks rely on fixed hardware to add resources
or perform common management tasks, Vodafone Ready Network uses
software-defined networking (SDN) technology and network function
virtualisation (NFV).
SDN and NFV enable Vodafone Ready Network to meet today’s evolving
security, bandwidth, flexibility and accessibility demands.

11

It all starts with intelligent connectivity

Confidently connected
Everyone can be confident in the network, because it’s
engineered to:
•	Safeguard business communications and protect against
threats across sites, devices and the cloud
• Deliver satisfying digital experiences, enabling customers
and employees to interact and engage with the business in the
way they want
•	Find the least-cost connection every time, without
impacting quality of service
•	Prioritise bandwidth to assure application performance
across fixed, internet and 4G connections.

Fast and agile
Vodafone Ready Network constantly adapts to change with fast,
dynamic provisioning that lets you:
•	Meet requirements in real time, thanks to intelligent
bandwidth provision
•	Choose from a selection of access types so you can
pick the right ones for your network size
•	Provision new capabilities in minutes using self-service
and automated tools
•	Scale instantly, gaining extra capacity when you
need it and lower costs when you don’t.
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A nimble innovator
Your network isn’t just a platform for communication
and collaboration – it’s a platform for innovation.
Vodafone Ready Network is set up for intelligent
connectivity and is ready to help you:
•	Get to market quicker by deploying new functionality
fast – without additional hardware
•	Fast-track adoption of technology such as cloud,
Internet of Things (IoT), unified communications
and collaboration platforms
•	Access a global catalogue of multi-vendor functions
and services.

Vodafone can help you meet the challenges
of today while preparing your organisation
for tomorrow.
Contact your Account Manager to learn more about Vodafone
Ready Network solutions – and take the first step towards a
fast, flexible and highly scalable network.
Some products and services are unavailable in some territories.
Please contact your Account Manager for details.
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